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This report examines the condition of America's young adolescents and how well middle grade schools, health institutions, and community organizations serve them. In its plan for action, the Task Force on Education of Young Adolescents of the Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development makes recommendations for new structures for middle grade education. 

A 15-year-old who has been well served in the middle years of schooling will be the following: 

(1) an intellectually reflective person; 

(2) a person en route to a lifetime of meaningful work; 

(3) a good citizen; 

(4) a caring and ethical individual; and

(5) a healthy person. 

The report reviews the following recommendations for transforming middle grade schools: 

(1) create small communities for learning; 

(2) teach a core academic program; 

(3) ensure academic success for all students by shaping the educational program to fit the needs of students; 

(4) empower teachers and administrators to make decisions about the experiences of middle grade students; 

(5) staff middle grade schools with teachers who are expert at teaching young adolescents; 

(6) improve academic performance through fostering health and fitness; 

(7) reengage families in the education of young adolescents; and (8) connect schools with communities. Eight figures provide various statistical data on adolescents. 

